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How to read a paper: Raft Example



How to read the Raft paper: Summary

• Before 1st pass: go thru the Raft lecture notes & 
watch the YouTube video (by John Ousterhout)
• Make notes about any confusing parts
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How to read the Raft paper: Summary

• Before 1st pass: go thru the Raft lecture notes & 
watch the YouTube video (by John Ousterhout)
• 1st pass: Read abstract, Section 1+2, conclusion
• 2nd pass: Read Section 3-5 in detail, make notes
• Use Figure 2 as a guide (how one implements Raft)
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How to read the Raft paper: Summary

• Before 1st pass: go thru the Raft lecture notes & 
watch the YouTube video (by John Ousterhout)
• 1st pass: Read abstract, Section 1+2, conclusion
• 2nd pass: Read Section 3-5 in detail, make notes
• Use Figure 2 as a guide (how one implements Raft)

• Iterate, on day 2, day 3… That’d give you more 
insights
• While you are doing labs… 
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How to read the Raft paper: Summary
• Before 1st pass: go thru the Raft lecture notes & watch the 

YouTube video (by John Ousterhout)
• 1st pass: Read abstract, Section 1+2, conclusion
• 2nd pass: Read Section 3-5 in detail, make notes

• Use Figure 2 as a guide (how one implements Raft)
• Iterate, on day 2, day 3… That’d give you more insights

• Some key points:
• What is state machine replication and why do we need it?
• How does Raft handle normal operations?

• Leader election (Lab 2A)
• Log replication (Lab 2B)
• Log persistence (Lab 2C)

• How does Raft handle network failures & leader changes? 
• Log consistency (Lab 2B/2C)
• Log persistence (Lab 2C)

• … 
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